US Carriers Offering Satellite Messaging (as of October 26, 2025)
Satellite messaging allows users to send and receive texts (and sometimes more) via satellite even when outside cellular or Wi-Fi coverage, or power is down in their service area. 
Currently, only the three major US carriers—T-Mobile, Verizon, and AT&T—offer this feature to consumers. No other carriers (e.g., US Cellular, Consumer Cellular, or MVNOs like Mint Mobile) provide dedicated satellite messaging services. However, T-Mobile's T-Satellite is accessible to customers of any US carrier for a flat fee, enabling broader access.
Apple and Google offer device-based satellite SOS/emergency messaging on compatible iPhones (14+) and Pixels (9+), which works independently of carriers but is limited to emergencies.
	Carrier
	Satellite Partner(s)
	Current Features (Text/Data/Voice)
	Compatible Devices
	Cost
	Coverage
	Planned Updates (2026/2027)

	T-Mobile
	Starlink (primary); open to all carriers
	- Text: SMS/MMS, location sharing, picture messaging (rolling out) - Data: Basic/low-bandwidth for select apps (e.g., WhatsApp, X/Twitter, Google Maps, AllTrails, AccuWeather; launched Oct 1, 2025) - Voice: Not available
	60+ Android/iOS devices (e.g., recent Samsung Galaxy, Google Pixel, iPhone 14+); auto-connects with satellite icon
	- Free on Experience Beyond/Go5G Next plans - $10/mo for other T-Mobile plans (or any US carrier/non-T-Mobile users)
	Continental US, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, parts of southern Alaska; line-of-sight to sky required (may falter in dense forests/valleys)
	- Voice calls: Rollout in 2026 - Expanded data/apps, international roaming/waters: Ongoing additions, with major enhancements by late 2026 - More devices/apps supported

	Verizon
	Skylo (current); AST SpaceMobile (future focus, announced Oct 2025)
	- Text: Two-way SMS, location sharing (incl. emergencies) - Data: Not available - Voice: Not available - Group chats: Planned but not live
	- iOS: iPhone 14+ (iOS 18+) - Android: Samsung Galaxy S25/Z Fold7/Z Flip7; Google Pixel 9+ 
	Free with select myPlan options (no extra charge)
	Continental US, Hawaii, parts of Alaska; requires clear sky view
	- Data (photos, email, navigation, browsing), group chats, video calls: Phased rollout starting 2026 - Full shift to AST SpaceMobile for broader service by end-2026 (45–60 satellites deployed)

	AT&T
	AST SpaceMobile (primary demos); Starlink access via T-Mobile's service
	- Text: SMS (via AST demos; full Starlink texting available since Aug 2025) - Data: Basic via Starlink/T-Satellite; up to 120 Mbps potential via AST (demoed) - Voice: VoLTE demos only (not live for consumers) - Emergency/video: Supported via device integrations (Apple/Google)
	- Standard LTE phones (no mods needed) - iPhone 14+, Pixel 9+ for emergencies - 60+ models via Starlink/T-Satellite
	- Free via device SOS - $10/mo for Starlink/T-Satellite access (open to AT&T users) - AST pricing TBD (no consumer details yet)
	Continental US (AST target: 100% nationwide); Starlink: Same as T-Mobile; works indoors/off-grid in demos
	- Limited voice connectivity: Late 2026 via AST - Full commercial text/data/voice rollout: Expected 2026 - FirstNet trials for public safety: Late 2025, expanding 2026; video services enhancements by 2027



